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Charles Baudelaire (1821 - 1867): Absinthe, Booze, Opium
"Always be drunk ... Get drunk militantly. Just get drunk."
In this photo: Charles Baudelaire, Felix Tournachon Nadar
Photo: Time Life Pictures./Time & Life Pictures/Getty Images
Jan 01, 1900
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Ernest Hemingway (1899 - 1961): Booze

Notorious for making fun of his fellow writers who sought relief from their own 
alcoholism (when Fitzgerald admitted that alcohol had bested him, Hemingway urged 
him to toss his "balls into the sea -- if you have any balls left"), Papa himself was an 
increasingly messy drunk. George Plimpton once famously observed that by the end, 
Hemingway's ruined liver protruded from his belly "like a long fat leech."

Photo: Apic/Getty Images

Jan 01, 1950

http://www.life.com/
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Dorothy Parker (1893 - 1967): Alcohol 
"One more drink and I'll be under the host" is only one of the fabled wit's immortal 
utterances. A founding member of New York's "Algonquin Round Table" of writers 
and critics and an adamant lifelong liberal, Parker wrote criticism and verse for 
Vanity Fair, The New Yorker, LIFE, McCall's, and many other outlets. Pictured: Parker 
working at her typewriter while husband Alan Campbell (whom she married twice) 
reads the paper at their Bucks County, Penn., farmhouse. 

In this photo: Alan Campbell, Dorothy Parker, Dorothy Parker

Photo: Pix Inc./Time & Life Pictures/Getty Images Jan 01, 1937
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Brendan Behan (1923 - 1964): Alcohol 

The larger-than-life Irish dramatist, poet, and novelist once said, "I only take a drink 
on two occasions: when I'm thirsty and when I'm not."  

In this photo: Brendan Behan 

Photo: Daniel Farson/Getty Images

Aug 01, 1952

http://www.life.com/find/?q=brendan+behan
http://www.life.com/
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James Baldwin (1924 - 1987): Alcohol 

[Addition to gallery, suggested by a reader.] Few American writers of the 1950s and 
1960s were as influential in their time -- and perhaps even fewer reward repeated 
re-readings -- as James Baldwin. In his fiction (Go Tell It on the Mountain, Another 
Country, Giovanni's Room) and, even more so, in his powerful essays (in collections 
like Notes of a Native Son and The Fire Next Time), he laid bare and examined issues 
of race, sexuality, and identity with an honesty and bravery that's still bracing today. 
His later works, however, grew somewhat shrill and scattered, and seem almost to 
have been written by another man entirely. 

Photo: RALPH GATTI/AFP/Getty Images 

Nov 06, 1979 
 

 

http://www.life.com/


 
 
7 of 47 

Famous Literary Drunks & Addicts 

 

William Faulkner (1897 - 1962): Alcohol 

In this photo: William Faulkner 

Photo: Alfred Eriss/Time & Life Pictures/Getty Images 

Jan 01, 1943

http://www.life.com/find/?q=william+faulkner
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Elizabeth Barrett Browning (1806 - 1861): Opium 

The poet (looking eerily like Patti Smith) with her son in Rome. 

In this photo: Elizabeth Barrett Browning 

Photo: Hulton Archive/Getty Images 

Jan 01, 1860

http://www.life.com/find/?q=elizabeth+barrett+browning
http://www.life.com/
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Jim Carroll (1950 - 2009): Heroin 

Poet, punk rocker, modern-day Rimbaud. "You just got to see that junk is just 
another nine-to-five gig in the end, only the hours are a bit more inclined toward 
shadows." -- Basketball Diaries 

Photo: Chris Walter 

Jan 01, 1983

http://www.life.com/
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Tennessee Williams (1911 - 1983): Alcohol, 
Amphetamine, Barbiturates 

Born Thomas Lanier Williams, "Tennessee" remains one of the greatest of all 
American writers (not just a great American playwright) having penned classics like 
Streetcar Named Desire, Cat on a Hot Tin Roof, The Glass Menagerie, The Night of 

http://www.life.com/


the Iguana, The Rose Tattoo, Sweet Bird of Youth, Orpheus Descending, and others, 
as well as a slew of excellent short stories and the novel, The Roman Spring of Mrs. 
Stone. "I think that hate is a thing, a feeling," he once wrote, "that can only exist 
where there is no understanding."

 

In this photo: Tennessee Williams

 

Photo: Gjon Mili/Time & Life Pictures/Getty Images

 
 

Jul 01, 1963

 

http://www.life.com/find/?q=tennessee+williams
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Françoise Sagan (1935 - 2004): Alcohol, Lots of 
Drugs 

Author of the international bestseller Bonjour Tristesse, published when she was all 
of 18 years old, Sagan was one of France's most popular -- and raucous, at least in 
her personal life -- literary stars. She drank a lot, did lots of coke, meth, morphine, 
and other drugs, and loved fast cars. A characteristically smart and provocative 
quote: "A dress makes no sense unless it inspires men to want to take it off you." 
She'll be missed.  

In this photo: Francoise Sagan 

Photo: Thomas D. McAvoy./Time & Life Pictures/Getty Images 

Apr 01, 1955 

http://www.life.com/find/?q=francoise+sagan
http://www.life.com/
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F. Scott Fitzgerald (1896 - 1940): Alcohol 

"First you take a drink, then the drink takes a drink, then the drink takes you." 

In this photo: F Scott Fitzgerald 

Photo: Hulton Archive/Getty Images 

Jan 01, 1925

http://www.life.com/find/?q=f+scott+fitzgerald
http://www.life.com/
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Jack Kerouac (1922 - 1969): Alcohol 

"I'm Catholic and I can't commit suicide, but I plan to drink myself to death." And so 
he did. 

In this photo: Jack Kerouac 

Photo: John Cohen/Getty Images                               Jan 01, 1959 

 

http://www.life.com/find/?q=jack+kerouac
http://www.life.com/
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Edna St. Vincent Millay (1892 - 1950): Alcohol 

The first woman to receive the Pulitzer for poetry, Millay was also a marvelous lyrical 
poet and a world-class bohemian, with a string of famous and not-famous lovers and 
an ultimately destructive yen for the bottle. "My candle burns at both ends / It will 
not last the night / But ah, my foes, and oh, my friends / It gives a lovely light!" 

In this photo: Edna St. Vincent Millay

Photo: Alfred Eisenstaedt/Time & Life Pictures/Getty Images
Jan 01, 1941

http://www.life.com/
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Sir Kingsley Amis (1922 - 1995): Alcohol 

Sir Kingsley was among the most revered "comic" writers of the 20th century -- that 
is, someone who wrote very funny things about often very serious subjects. He could 
also be an egomaniacal, petty, bullying anti-Semite. Of course, maybe that was just 
the booze talking. But probably not. 

In this photo: Kingsley Amis

Photo: Tim Graham/Getty Images                 Aug 13, 1975

http://www.life.com/
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Philip K. Dick (1928 - 1982): Amphetamines 

[Addition to gallery, suggested by a reader.] Few writers in any genre can match 
Philip K. Dick for sheer scope of influence. From "speculative" fiction (The Man in the 
High Castle) to ground-breaking, straight-up sci-fi (Do Androids Dream of Electric 
Sheep? famously remade by Ridley Scott as the movie Blade Runner), Dick's books 
were like the literary equivalent of the Velvet Underground's first record: not a whole 

lot of people read them, but it sometimes feels like everyone who did went on to 
write novels and short stories of their own. Dick once told Rolling Stone that every 
novel he wrote before 1970 he wrote while high on speed.

Feb 08, 2010

Photo: Nicole Panter

Feb 08, 2010

http://www.life.com/
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Sinclair Lewis (1885-1951): Alcohol 

The Nobel Prize-winning author of more than a few American classics -- Main Street, 
Babbit, Arrowsmith, Elmer Gantry, and more -- Lewis was a titanic and tragic drunk. 
"Through a miracle of physical stamina," wrote his fellow novelist Upton Sinclair, 
"[Sinclair] made it to the age of 66. More tragic than any shortage of years was the 
loss of productivity, the absence of joy." 

In this photo: Sinclair Lewis

Photo: AFP/AFP/Getty Images                      Jan 01, 1950

http://www.life.com/


 
 
19 of 47 

Famous Literary Drunks & Addicts 

 

 

Hunter S. Thompson (1937 - 2005): Everything 

Thompson grew a bit shrill and incoherent in his later years, but no one who came of 
age reading his work -- and especially Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas -- could 
honestly have expected anything different. What can one say, really, other than this: 
HST was an American original; at one time he was one of the sharpest critics and 
funniest writers any of us are likely to encounter; and we will never see the likes of 
him again. "I wouldn't recommend sex, drugs, or insanity for everyone, but they've 
always worked for me." 

In this photo: Hunter S. Thompson 

Photo: Neale Haynes/Getty Images               Apr 14, 1996 

http://www.life.com/find/?q=hunter+s.+thompson
http://www.life.com/
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Anne Sexton (1928 - 1974): Alcohol, Drugs 

Winner of the 1967 Pulitzer Prize for poetry, Sexton was a popular and respected 
"confessional" poet (and former model) who battled depression and substance abuse 
for much of her life. She committed suicide at age 45 by carbon monoxide poisoning, 
locking herself in the garage with her car running. 
Photo: AP Photo / Bill Chaplis                            Jan 19, 2010 

http://www.life.com/
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Norman Mailer (1923 - 2007): Alcohol 

Novelist. Polemicist. Essayist. Egotist. Romantic. Sexist. Reactionary. Rebel. Self-
aggrandizer. Husband (many times). Father. Loudmouth. Poet. Jester. Jerk. New 
York City mayoral candidate (pictured). Mailer was many things to many people, not 
all of them even remotely admirable. He was rarely dull, often brilliant, and he wrote 
The Executioner's Song, Armies of the Night, The Naked and the Dead, and a 
handful of other classics (as well as a slew of forgettable works). Love him or hate 
him, attention must be paid. 

In this photo: Norman Mailer, Jimmy Breslin 

Photo: Neal Boenzi/Getty Images 

Jun 10, 1969 

http://www.life.com/find/?q=norman+mailer
http://www.life.com/find/?q=jimmy+breslin
http://www.life.com/
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Edgar Allan Poe (1809 - 1849): Alcohol 

By some accounts, Poe was not an alcoholic , per se, but a person with a profound 
susceptibility to alcohol -- i.e., he got hammered on very little -- who indulged far 
more frequently than was healthy for him. 

In this photo: Edgar Allan Poe 
Photo: Hulton Archive/Getty Images

Jan 01, 1849

http://www.life.com/find/?q=edgar+allan+poe
http://www.life.com/
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Dylan Thomas (1914 - 1953): Alcohol 

The legend that Thomas once returned to the Chelsea Hotel in New York after a 
drinking bout at his favorite watering hole, The White Horse Tavern in Greenwich 
Village, and proclaimed, "I've had eighteen straight whiskies, I think that is a record," 
might be based in fact. That is, Thomas might well have made that claim. But 
whether Thomas actually downed anything like 18 whiskies on that November day in 

http://www.life.com/


1953 is another matter entirely. Some say he did; others say he didn't; others seem 
to wish it were true, but have no proof. Regardless, Thomas was an avid drinker, 
and one of the 20th century's most deservedly beloved poets. "Do not go gentle into 
that good night, / Old age should burn and rave at close of day; / Rage, rage against 
the dying of the light."  

Photo: Hulton Archive/Getty Images Jan 01, 1950 
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Louisa May Alcott (1832 - 1888): Opium 

The author of Little Women began using morphine to ease the after-effects of 
typhoid fever contracted during service as a nurse during the Civil War. 

Photo: Hulton Archive/Getty Images  Jan 01, 1868 

http://www.life.com/
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Dashiell Hammett (1894 - 1961): Alcohol 

[Addition to gallery, suggested by a reader.] Hammett (pictured here testifying at the 
Senate Permanent Investigating Committee hearing on Communism in 1953) might 
not have invented the hard-boiled detective genre -- but he was among its very first 
great practitioners. With The Maltese Falcon, The Thin Man, Red Harvest, The Glass 

http://www.life.com/


Key, and dozens of excellent short stories featuring the nameless Continental Op, 
Hammett brought to mystery writing a sinewy, terse, knowing style and a bleak 
sense of humor that echoes through the work of almost every single mystery writer 
worth reading right down to the present day. He also came close to drinking himself 
to death; was told by his doctor late in life that he would drink himself to death; told 
the doc he'd stop; and never had another drink. Who's the man? Hammett's the 
man. 

In this photo: Dashiell Hammett 

Photo: Hank Walker./Time & Life Pictures/Getty Images    Jan 01, 
1953 

http://www.life.com/find/?q=dashiell+hammett
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Ayn Rand (1905 - 1982): Speed/Dexedrine 

(Note: Whether Rand was, clinically, an "addict" is debatable. What's generally 
acknowledged, however -- by proponents and detractors alike -- is that, for decades, 
she took Dexedrine or other speed-y psychostimulants every single day.) 

In this photo: Ayn Rand
Photo: Alfred Eisenstaedt/Time & Life Pictures/Getty Images  

Mar 01, 1958

http://www.life.com/
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John Cheever (1912 - 1982): Alcohol, Various 
Drugs 

The marvelous short story writer and novelist (Falconer, et al.) famously quit booze 
after a 28-day stint in rehab, and his life afterwards was immeasurably better than 
when he was drinking. "It wasn't just that he didn't drink anymore," his daughter 
Susan poignantly wrote in Home Before Dark. "It was like having my old father back, 
a man whose humor and tenderness I dimly remembered from my childhood. He 
was alert and friendly. He was interested in what we were doing and how we felt. In 
three years, he went from being an alcoholic with a drug problem who smoked two 
packs of Marlboros a day to being a man so abstemious that his principal drugs were 
the sugar in his desserts and the caffeine in the tea that he drank instead of 
whiskey." 

In this photo: John Cheever 

Photo: Paul Hosefros/Getty Images   Oct 06, 1979 

http://www.life.com/find/?q=john+cheever
http://www.life.com/
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J. P. Donleavy (1926 - ): Alcohol 

If the Brooklyn-born Donleavy had never written anything but 1955's The Ginger 
Man -- one of the funniest, most vibrant novels ever written, famously banned in 
Ireland and the U.S. -- he'd still be one of the century's indispensable writers. His 
early dalliance with booze was not long-lived, but it was intense, resulting in the 
usual ugly scenes, bar brawls, and the like. Thankfully, writing ultimately became 
more important to Donleavy than getting loaded.

In this photo: James Patrick Donleavy

Photo: Gil Friedberg/Time & Life Pictures/Getty Images

   

Jan 01, 

1965

1965

http://www.life.com/
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Elinor Wylie (1885 - 1928): Alcohol 

The poet and novelist Elinor Wylie, who was quite popular in the U.S. and England 
between the two world wars, fought alcoholism her entire adult life. 

In this photo: Elinor Wylie 

Photo: General Photographic Agency/Getty Images  Jan 01, 1925

http://www.life.com/find/?q=elinor+wylie
http://www.life.com/
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Jean Cocteau (1889 - 1963): Opium 

"To smoke opium is to get out of the train while it is still moving." The great French 
poet, novelist, dramatist, playwright, and filmmaker kicked his opium addiction in 
1929. 

In this photo: Jean Cocteau 

Photo: Evening Standard/Getty Images  Jan 01, 1960

http://www.life.com/find/?q=jean+cocteau
http://www.life.com/
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Arthur Koestler (1905 -  1983): Alcohol  

An intellectual heavyweight and author of one of the 20th century's greatest novels, 
Darkness at Noon, Koestler was also an abusive, insecure creep and, according to at 
least one biographer, a rapist. When it became clear that he was likely going to die a 
horrible death from inoperable cancer, Koestler and his wife jointly committed suicide 
by swallowing a bunch of barbituates and washing them down with alcohol. 
In this photo: Arthur Koestler
Photo : Dmitri Kessel./Time & Life Pictures/Getty Images

  
Jan 01, 1950

http://www.life.com/
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John Steinbeck (1902 -  1968): Alcohol  

Nobel Prize-winner, American icon, author of The Grapes of Wrath, East of Eden, Of 
Mice and Man, The Moon Is Down, and other classics.  

In this photo: John Steinbeck  
Photo: Keystone/Getty Images    Aug 12, 1962

http://www.life.com/find/?q=john+steinbeck
http://www.life.com/
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James Agee (1909 -  1955): Alcohol  

In this photo: James Agee  

Photo: Cornell Capa/Time & Life Pictures/Getty Images   May 01, 
1949  

http://www.life.com/find/?q=james+agee
http://www.life.com/
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William Styron (1925 -  2006): Alcohol  

Author of the novels The Confessions of Nat Turner (Pulitzer for fiction, and still 
controversial today because of its delving, by a white man, into the mind of a black 
revolutionary), Sophie's Choice (National Book Award), Lie Down in Darkness, and 
others, as well as one of the most remarkable, honest, and chilling non -fiction 
chronicles of depression ever written, Darkness Visible. 

Photo: AFP/AF P/Getty Images    May 06, 1983  

http://www.life.com/
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Charles Bukowski (1920 -  1994): Alcohol  

"Drinking is an emotional thing. It joggles you out of everyday life, out of everything 
being the same. It yanks you o ut of your body and your mind and throws you 
against the wall. I have the feeling that drinking is a form of suicide where you're 
allowed to return to life and begin all over the next day. It's like killing yourself, and 
then you're reborn. I guess I've li ved about ten or fifteen thousand lives now."  
In this photo: Charles Bukowski
Photo: Joan Gannij/Getty Images    Jan 01, 1976

http://www.life.com/
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Eugene O'Neill (1888 -  1953): Alcohol  

The man won the Nobel prize and four Pulitzers. He also almost drank himself to 
death when he was young and tramping around the globe. We can only be thankful 
he didn't and that he left us  Long Day's Journey into Night, Anna Christie, Strange 
Interlude , Ah! Wilderness, The Iceman Cometh, and other great American works.  
In this photo: Eugene O'Neill
Photo: Jacob Lofman/Time & Life Pictures/Getty Images

   Jan 01, 1950

http://www.life.com/
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Stephen King (1947 -  present): Booze, Cocaine, 
Prescription Meds  

In his 2000 memoir, On Writing, King revealed that he'd been so shattered by his 
alcohol and drug abuse in the 1980s that, even today, he cannot remember working 
on many of the books he wrote back then. There were times when he'd been doing 

http://www.life.com/


so much blow that he wrote with cotton wads stuffed in his nostrils, to prevent blood 
dripping on his typewriter. To date, under his name and under the pseudonym 
Richard Bachman, King has published more than 60 books, including novels, 
novellas, short story collections, an autobiography, and at least one comic book; 
many of those titles are acknowledged classics. 

In this photo: Stephen King  

Photo: Ted Thai/Time & Life Pictures/Getty Images    Jan 01, 1986  

http://www.life.com/find/?q=stephen+king
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O. Henry (1862 -  1910): Alcohol  

[Addition to gallery, suggested by a reader.] William Sydney Porter, who wrote under 
the pen name O. Henry, was a short story writer and a master of the twist ending -- 
with perhaps the finest example of his style being the deeply satisfying story, "The 
Gift of the Magi," about a young, penniless couple who manage to give one another 
priceless Christmas gifts. One of America's most popular writers for decades, O. 
Henry died, broke and drunk, in New York on June 5, 1910.
In this photo: O Henry   Photo: Hulton Archive/Getty Images    Jan 01, 1900

http://www.life.com/
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Malcolm Lowry (1909 -  1957)  

The author of one of the 20th century's greatest novels, Under the Volcano, Lowry 
battled alcohol all his life, ultimately losing the battle and dying far too young. Few 
books have ever captured the awful, brutal, disgusting, exhilarating stranglehold that 
alcohol can have over a brilliant mind quite like Under the Volcano did. The movie 
version isn't bad, either.  

Photo: AP Photo    Feb 07, 2010

http://www.life.com/
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Gregory Corso (1930 -  2001): Alcohol, Heroin  

Corso (pictured at the Parthenon) never received the sort of broad critical accolades 
that Ginsberg, Kerouac, and Burroughs eventually enjoyed -- although there's little 
question that, in terms of raw talent, he was one of the very best of all the Beat 
poets. 
In this photo: Gregory Corso

Photo: Loomis Dean./Time & Life Pictures/Getty Images    
Oct 01, 1959

http://www.life.com/
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Truman Capote (1924 -  1984): Booze, Various 
Drugs  

"I'm an alcoholic. I'm a drug addict. I'm homosexual. I'm a genius."  

In this photo: Truman Capote  

Photo: Slim Aarons/Getty Images  

Jan 01, 1970 

http://www.life.com/find/?q=truman+capote
http://www.life.com/
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Flann O'Brien (b. Brian O'Nolan, 1911 -  1966): 
Alcohol  

"When things go wrong and will not come right / Though you do the best you can / 
When life looks black as the hour of night / A pint of plain is your o nly man." 

In this photo: Flann O'Brien   Photo: Picture Post/Getty Images

Jan 01, 1942

http://www.life.com/


 
 
44 of 47 

Famous Literary Drunks & Addicts  
 

 

Richard Brautigan (1935 - 1984): Alcohol  

In this photo: Richard Brautigan  

Photo: Vernon Merritt III/Time & Life Pictures/Getty Images  

Jan 01, 1970 

http://www.life.com/find/?q=richard+brautigan
http://www.life.com/
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John Berryman (1914 -  1972): Alcohol, Various 
Drugs  

The great American poet John Berryman (center, with beard) chats with fellow 
drinkers at a bar. Are there literary drunkards and addicts we missed? Send 
us an email at whatdidwemiss@life.com  and let us know.  

In this photo: John Berryman  

Photo: Terrence Spencer/Time & Life Pictures/Getty Images     
Jan 01, 1967  

mailto:whatdidwemiss@life.com
http://www.life.com/find/?q=john+berryman
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Writer and Musician Suicides  

25 Images  

 

American Original: Mark Twain  

15 Images  

 

Edgar Allan Poe: Man of Mystery  

12 Images  

 

Out of Sight: Famous Recluses  
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